Joint Pierce County Fire & Police Chiefs’ Associations

Meeting Minutes

June, 2009
Call to Order

President Reggie Romines called the Joint Pierce County Fire & Police Chiefs’ Associations meeting to order at 11:30 a.m. at Tacoma Fire Department Training Facility located at 2124 Marshall Avenue, Tacoma, WA.  The following were present:

Robert Drozynski, Steilacoom PS

Jeff Jensen, Tacoma FD

Jolene Davis, Tacoma FD


Michael McGovern, PCFD #2


Mitch Sagers, PCFD #3


Dan Rankin, PCFD #3

Eric Watson, PCFD #5


Bill Jarmon, PCFD #5

Jack Andren, PCFD #6


Keith Wright, PCFD #6
Bryan Pearson, PCFD #6


Judy Murphy, PCFD #6
Ruth Obadal, PCFD #6


Ed Goodlet, PCFD #8

Gary McVay, PCFD #13


Cliff McCollum, PCFD #13

Andy McAfee, PCFD #14


Guy Allen, PCFD #16
Reggie Romines, PCFD #21

Todd Jensen, PCFD #21

Kathy Hale, PCFD #21


Jerry Thorson, PCFD #22


John McDonald, PCFD #22

Steve Bailey, PCDEM

Steve Finley, ARC



Thomas Orr, LESA

Jerry Lawrence, Sherriff Dept.

Mark Mears, Fife PD

Tim Floyd, Fife PD



Brad Blackurn, Fife PD

Dave McDonald, Puyallup PD

Bryan Jeter, Puyallup PD

Dalan Brokaw, Puyallup PD

Brad Moericke, Sumner PD
John Galle, Sumner PD


Denise Menge, Recorder
Flag Salute
Chief Jeff Jensen led the flag salute and welcomed everyone to the joint meeting.  Introductions were made around the room.
Approval of Minutes

It was moved and seconded to approve the May 7, 2009 minutes.  MOTION CARRIED.
Treasurer’s Report

Kathy Hale reported the balance of the account as of the end of May is $9,382.54.
Correspondence

None to report
Guest Speaker
President Romines turned the floor over to Bob Drozynski to give an update on the Metro Steering Regional Communications Committee.  Bob reported there are different departments and disciplines working together to address interoperability communications issues.  They’ve been able to work on 800 mghz with Tacoma and Puyallup and mesh them together.  A Federal Government grant was awarded and they were able to purchase gold elite consoles.  They’ve been involved with Pierce County Emergency Management.  Tim Lenk has been spearheading the VHF channel narrow-banding which must be completed by 2012.  He and Jack Andren are chair and vice-chair of the Metro Steering Committee.  Jeff Jensen sits on the RCC which controls the Homeland Security money.
Sometime in the next two (2) weeks, a letter will be going out regarding the IEDCEP grant that was awarded in May which will allow them to conduct and prepare a governance and training plan.  They need input from everyone and a sub-committee of groups have been set up to meet with Fire and Police.  Jack Andren stated there is still a lack of participation from a lot of the Fire Service and Fire Departments.  The big players are involved, however, we still need the smaller agencies to be involved as well.  Just the narrow banding issue alone will affect every single agency.  Tim Lenk is doing a great job on working on this.  Minitor 5 pagers are the only ones that will work with the narrow banding, the minitor 3’s and 4’s will not.
There is a tri-county interoperability group that has put out an RFP for a consultant to look at interoperable communications.  It will take about 8 months to get the results back.
From Fire Comm’s perspective, they are involved and working on issues.  There are a lot of pieces to the puzzle and we all need to be able to talk and work together.  There are currently 9 operating PSAP’s in Pierce County, seven (7) of which are through the County.  The preliminary report shows that the problem is much larger than LESA.  How to handle incoming calls needs to be addressed and it is a complex and complicated issue.  Three (3) meetings have already occurred with the County Executive on this issue and they will continue working through the issues.  The communications issue is a larger process than anyone anticipated due to the cost, size and scope.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Program/Speaker Committee

Ed Goodlet reported there is no meeting in July.  He is still trying to get Dale Washam for the August meeting.
Audit Committee
Andy McAfee stated it is going well.
Banquet/Awards Committee

Todd Jensen reported the Banquet Committee has met once.  They are planning an event much like last years.
Tri-County

Jeff Jensen reported they have not met since the last PCFCA meeting.  He gave an overview of the minutes from their April meeting – mobile command vehicles in King County, 2009 UWASI grant update, Snohomish County bought 50 acres for a training facility, access to each counties websites, EMS delivery system in Southern King county is fractured and they are actively pursuing to take more control of.
DIVISION REPORTS:

EMS

Judy Murphy gave an update on the County plan for First Responders in the case of a pandemic flu outbreak.  With the H1-N1, it was mile in February and they are thinking it will be much worse in the Fall.  She gave Chief Drozynski a list of agencies and where they need to go for treatments.  There are five (5) treatment sites based on zones:  CPFR Stations 71 and 60, Station 8 in Tacoma, University Place and Private Ambulance.
Andy McAfee stated according to protocols, blood draws can be done if a medic is already starting an IV, etc.  They have to be a patient receiving care.  Cannot just stop by a station and request a blood draw be done on someone.

Training – MetroTraining

Bryan Pearson stated he has nothing to report at this time.
OUTSIDE AGENCY REPORTS:

American Red Cross

Steve Finley stated he is the new Director of Emergency Services and this is his fourth (4th) day he’s been at the Red Cross.  They had 13 incidents and assisted 46 people last month.  Year to date they have had 308 cases, 150 incidents and 512 individuals assisted.
Department of Emergency Management

Steve Bailey reported committees are working on request to the RCC.  The July RCC meeting will roll out what the funding will look like.  Applications process going on now with allocations starting in July.
EMS 

No representative present.

Fire Marshal

No representative present.
President Romines stated that there was a PDD meeting on Tuesday that he and Commissioner Kuss attended.  Discussed were provisions for homes being built close together.  A thumbs up poll was taken and four (4) items that were agreed to were:  1. 1,587 unrecorded lots in the pipeline – partially rescind to require fire resistive on the unrecorded lots.  2. PDD’s vested prior to 12/06 will review for connectivity options.  3. Existing PDD’s on duplexes and triplexes will also be affected by #1.  4. Community plans throughout the County will be standardized for connectivity in future lots.  There is no official vote yet, but the meeting went very well.  Steve Bailey thanked Reggie Romines, Gary Franz and Jack Andren for their leadership on this issue.  The Fire Service has carried the day on this issue and were willing to come forward and discuss the issues with the Master Builders Association.  It is a win-win for both sides.
State Chiefs/Western Chiefs

Jeff Jensen stated he has nothing to report for the Western Chiefs.  Gary Aleshire is the President of Western Chiefs.  The State Chiefs just had their conference in Spokane which had some good education opportunities.  Thanks to everyone that attended.  The top 10 legislative goals for 2010 were announced at the conference.  Impact Fees were #1 followed by simple majority for EMS and Fire Service levies, then residential sprinklers.  A complete list of the legislative issues is available on the State Chiefs website.  He encouraged everyone to take advantage of the Fire Service Bookstore as well as the Fire Rescue GPO.

PS Clean Air Agency

No representative present.
PC Fire Commissioners
Bill Jarmon reported their next meeting will be at East Pierce Fire & Rescue on June 25th at 1900.  Rick Kuss stated the County Executive will be their guest speaker.  Everyone is invited.
Dept. of Natural Resources

No representative present.
President Romines asked Chief Drozynski if the Police Chiefs had any business they needed to take care of.  Chief Drozynski reported they have a meeting in two (2) weeks at McChord AFB so no business to take care of today.  He informed the Fire Chiefs that there will be an Air Force Rodeo in which other countries will be attending and participating.  Just a heads up as security will most likely be a little tighter during that time.
Unfinished Business

Nothing at this time.
New Business
Nothing at this time.
Good of the Order

Andy McAfee stated there are no hand crews available for wildland fires.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:28 p.m.

The next Meeting will be August 6th at 11:30 at Browns Point Improvement Club.
Pierce County Fire Chiefs Association
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